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CHAPTER IV.
OF THE HURONS BAPTIZED THIS YEAR, 1638.

F we found the doors closed in other villages,—
where two or three hundred died, alas! without
assistance,— God has inclined to us some minds

and ears in this village, that have very willingly
received his blessed word. We have [32] baptized
more than one hundred persons, both adults and little
children, forty-four of whom are now, as we believe,
in Heaven; at least we are quite sure of twenty-two
little innocent Souls that death took from the cradle,
and the grace of Holy Baptism placed among the
number of the blessed. The greatest of our difficul-
ties was to find out those who were sick, so distaste-
ful to them was this search. ‘‘ You care for only the
sick and the dead,” they said to us; and, indeed, we
made the rounds of the cabins incessantly, for often
some one was taken sick and carried away in less
than two days. The most ordinary of our occupa-
tions was that of Physician, with the object of dis-
crediting, more and more, their sorcerers, with their
imaginary treatments; although for all medicine we
had nothing to give them save a little piece of lemon
peel,—or French squash, as they call it,—or a few
raisins in a little warm water, with a pinch of sugar.
All this, however, with the blessing of God added
thereto, accomplished wonders, and, according to
them, restored health to many. Finding that we
had exhausted the small quantity of preserved fruit



